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Start Process
Receives a “legal 

packet” from DCFS

Adoption hearing is 
held

Adoptive parent 
testifies

Adoption granted

Drafts adoption 
petition

Child signs consent 
& testifies that that 

they want to be 
adopted by adoptive 

family

Judge grants petiton

Child 12 or 
older?

Adoptive parents 
come to DCFS or 

OCC to sign petition

Adoption 
Placement

Files adoption 
petition

Prepares court 
orders

Update 
applicable 

screens in CHRIS

End Process

Yes No

Child must be in 
pre-adoptive home 
for 6 months 
before hearing
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