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DCFS – Court – Terminate Parental Rights (TPR) Hearing – v4.0 Last Updated:  4/24/2020

Start Process
OCC or Ad litem fi les 

petition

Court finds TPR is in 
the best interest of 

the child*

Finds evidence to 
support TPR**

Appeal process 
begins & Review 

Hearings continue

DCFS updates 
to applicable 

screens in 
CHRIS

Parents are served 
appropriate 
documents

TPR Hearing is held 
within 90 days of 

petition

*TPR Best Interest of Child:
- Consider juvenile will likely be adopted
- Consider potential harm if juvenile returns home

**Evidence to Support TPR:
-  Parent fails to remedy cause of removal
-  Non-custodial parent failed to remedy issue
-  Parent failed to provide support or maintain contact
-  Parent is not child’s biological parent
-  Parent abandoned child
-  Parent relinquished rights voluntarily
-  Child dependent neglect due to severe abuse/neglect by parent
-  Parent failed to remedy issues occurred after removal (subsequent    
factors)
-  Parent has substantial incarceration period
-  Aggravated circumstances
-  Putative parent has not established paternity or contact with child

TPR granted?

DCFS continues to 
work with family & 

continue regular 
court hearingsHearings

No Appealed?Yes

Yes

Appeal 
overturned?

DCFS continues 
case work

DCFS follows the 
instructions of the 

appellate court 

Child is legal for 
adoption

Yes

Prepares court 
orders

OCC
Adoption 
Hearing

Reun. 
Hearing

PPH

No

No
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to applicable 
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Prepares court 
orders
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